Black lives matter - A Message from Rev. Dr. Edward Viljoen, Spiritual Leader
Centers for Spiritual Living stands with people all around the world who are advocating for justice,
equity, inclusion, and peace. We are motivated by our vision of a world that works for everyone and,
therefore, we affirm with the people of the world that Black lives matter. Not only do Black lives
matter, but according to our teaching, they are sacred.
We have confidence that the momentum of support from individuals, along with, spiritual and secular
organizations, is more than a fleeting moment, but rather the heralding of lasting change.
We have confidence that a new era of willingness to engage in the inner work that leads to the end
of racism in our world has begun.
We have confidence that the unifying cry of our global heart, that Black lives matter, has struck a
note of urgency in all who will hear it.
And above all, we have confidence that the Living Spirit Almighty is working through us to bring our
stated belief in Oneness into form, in the social, political, judicial, spiritual, and economic realms, and
importantly, in our hearts.
The recent tragic loss of Black lives in the United States and other countries due to police violence,
and the myriad inequities that have resurfaced, have revealed that our world is still catching up to
the vision of a world that works for everyone. We have been called to be brave enough to examine
how society can be out of step with its values and how we, as individuals can be out of step with our
spiritual values. One of our values in Centers for Spiritual Living is Love as the self-givingness of the
Divine to all creation, expressing through us as compassion, caring, mutual respect, and kindness.
Our organization’s purpose is to awaken humanity to its spiritual magnificence. What can be more
spiritually magnificent than to say a full-hearted yes to this upwelling of affirmation of the sacredness
of Black lives?

We invite you to stand with Centers for Spiritual Living, and the people of the world, by affirming with
us that Black lives matter, so that we may demonstrate the values of our teaching and embrace the
emerging universal consciousness of Oneness.
Let us, therefore, light the candle of love, human kindness, forgiveness, and understanding in our
soul, and let it shine brightly. Let us not peer into the darkness, troubled and concerned because it
is so foreboding and unknown. Rather let us remain steadfast in the radiance of that Spiritual Light
of Truth within ourselves. Let us stand guard so that the winds of malice, cross purposes,
ignorance, or misunderstanding will not blow out the Light. Let us so live each day that the Light
from our candle of Spiritual Knowledge will forever be clear and understood, not only by ourselves
but by all with whom we come in contact.
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